The crime of sexual abuse or rape of a child (stuprum violentium infantis) was one of the sexual offences least frequently dealt with by Bohemian courts in the Early Modern period. In terms of the number of cases, this crime was less frequent not only than the most common sexual offences (and offences against marriage) fornication and adultery; it also lagged behind relatively infrequent offences that were more serious in nature, such as bigamy, incest, rape (of an adult), procuring (prostitution), abduction of another man's wife, and sodomy-which took the form of bestiality (sexual practices with an animal) or homosexuality (sexual intercourse with a person of the same sex).1 Court records show that the number of cases involving the latter offences dealt with by Bohemian courts in the Early Modern period run to double figures; cases involving sexual abuse or rape of children are sporadic and isolated.2 The only type of sexual offence less commonly dealt with by the courts, and of at least equal gravity, is trans-sexuality.3
